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In February of 2010, the History and Politics Department was honoured to have a visit from Lord Bew.

Lord Bew is a distinguished academic in the fields of both History and Political Studies, and is Professor of Irish Politics at Queen’s University Belfast.  As a historian, he is a leading authority on the Home Rule period, and has written impressive biographies on John Redmond, as well as Charles Stewart Parnell.  Later works include a biography of Sean Lemass.
As a political analyst, Lord Bew was an important commentator on recent political events following the start of the peace process after the Belfast Agreement in 1998.

It was a fitting acknowledgement of his exceptional work both as a historian and a political analyst that Professor Bew was made a Lord in 2007.

Lord Bew was invited by the Politics section of the Department.  Also invited were pupils from St Michael’s.  Pupils from both Lurgan College and Saint Michael’s listened to a talk by Lord Bew on the role of the House of Lords within the UK Constitution.

The talk on the the House of Lords was fascinating and very informative.  He then took questions on this.  He also answered questions on aspects of the A2 History specification – particularly on the role of John Redmond in Irish History between 1912 and 1916.
All in all, it was a very enjoyable in informative day for both Politics and History students at the College.

In the picture at the top of this article are Lord Bew, Mr Robinson, Mr Philip Brunt, of Saint Michael’s, Mr Lappin, Head of History and Politics, as well as pupils from Saint Michael’s and Lurgan College.  Sarah Cardwell [History] and Scott McBride [Politics and History] are our pupils.
