Mark Scheme 

New Specification (2009 on) 

A2/1 (Clash of Ideologies)
Total of 50 marks (total mark doubles to 100 for final mark)

· 20 marks for interpretations (contemporary interpretations and historiography [i.e. later interpretations])

· 30 marks for question technique and knowledge

Level 1 

(0-5 for interpretations; 0-7 for question/knowledge = 12 marks max)
· Only dealing with one part of the period or one perspective (e.g. ideology)

· Limited accuracy

· Lack of clarity

· Descriptive/narrative

· Unsubstantiated assertions

· Little analysis (i.e. little consideration of the importance of issues)
· Only one interpretation focused on

· Only a vague awareness of interpretations

· Very poor English

· No use/awareness of specialist terms
Level 2

(6-10 for interpretations; 8-15 for question/knowledge = 25 marks max)
· Examples used from across the period, but frequent lapses in accuracy

· Lack of clarity

· Some focused explanation, but lapses into narrative at times

· Limited awareness of contemporary and later debate on the subject

· Poor English

· Limited use/awareness of specialist terms

Level 3

(11-15 for interpretations; 16-22 for question/knowledge = 37 marks max)
· Accurate use of knowledge from all parts of the period

· Clear and focused

· Focused explanations
· Understands the process of historical change

· Substantiated and illustrated arguments (i.e. with evidence/examples)

· Evaluation of contemporary and later interpretations (i.e. not just writing them down, but explaining their importance)

· Good English

· Some use/awareness of specialist terms

Level 4
(16 -20 for interpretations; 23 -30 for question/knowledge)

· Accurate recall of knowledge from across the whole period

· Clear and precise

· Detailed and focused

· Insightful explanations

· Fully substantiated and illustrated arguments

· Well informed and insightful evaluation of contemporary and later interpretations

· Very good English

· Good use/awareness of specialist terms
Mark Scheme 

New Specification (2009 on) 

A2/2 (Partition of Ireland)

Question 1(a) (source question)
Total of 15 marks

· All marks are for question technique and knowledge
Level 1 

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4
Question 1(b) (source question)
Total of 20 marks

· 10 marks for interpretations (contemporary interpretations and historiography [i.e. later interpretations])

· 10 marks for question technique and knowledge

Level 1 

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4
Question 2 (essay question)
Total or 35 marks 

· 15 marks for interpretations (contemporary interpretations and historiography [i.e. later interpretations])

· 20 marks for question technique and knowledge

Level 1 

(0-3 marks for interpretations; 0-5 marks for question/knowledge)
· Little or no awareness of contemporary or later interpretations

· Narrative

· Mainly irrelevant

· Mainly inaccurate

· Unclear

· Little understanding

· Little explanation or analysis

· Lack of evidence/detail

Level 2

(4-7 marks for interpretations; 6-10 marks for question/knowledge)
· Some awareness of contemporary or later interpretations

· More relevant than Level 1

· More accurate than Level 1, but still lapses in accuracy

· Clearer than Level 1

· Some focus on the question

· Some explanation and/or analysis

Level 3

(8-11 marks for interpretations; 11-15 marks for question/knowledge)
· Satisfactory analysis (examining in detail) of contemporary and later interpretations

· Relevant

· Accurate

· Clear

· Good focus on the question

· Uses specialist vocabulary (key terms)

· Well organised

· Balanced (looking at both sides of the argument)

· Good detail (evidence/examples)

· Sound analysis

Level 4
(12-15 marks for interpretations; 16-20 marks for question/knowledge)
· Good analysis of contemporary and later interpretations

· Consistently relevant

· Consistently accurate

· Consistently clear

· Precise focus on the question

· Good use of specialist vocabulary (key terms)

· Very well organised

· Well balanced (looking carefully at both sides of the argument)

· Excellent detail (evidence/examples)

· Thorough analysis (able to weigh up the importance of particular factors)

Advice for interpretations

· Contemporary and historians’ interpretations must be in – but no need for a balance

· Get a range of historians’ views in – rather than a lot from just one or two people

· All historians’ views are equally valid – there is no hierarchy of historians

· Integrate your historians well into your argument – use them as evidence of a point you’re making

· A paraphrased comment from a historian is as valid as a direct quote

· No credit is given to a quote without a historian’s name
Chief Examiner’s tips for success in A2/1

	Knowledge (30 marks)
	Interpretations 

(20 marks)

	· Refer clearly back to the question words

· Cover the whole period thoroughly

· Have a range of perspectives (ideology, security, economy etc)

· Be clear if one perspective (i.e. motivation, objective) is more important than another

· Have a fully developed argument (good detail [actions] and explanation)


	· Contemporary and historians’ interpretations must be in – but no need for a balance

· Get a range of historians’ views in – rather than a lot from just one or two people

· All historians’ views are equally valid – there is no hierarchy of historians
· Integrate your historians well into your argument – use them as evidence of a point you’re making

· A paraphrased comment from a historian is as valid as a direct quote

· No credit is given to a quote without a historian’s name



