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On Tuesday 23rd February 2010, local historian and author Dr Russell Rees visited the Somme Heritage Centre in Newtownards, to deliver two lectures and some advice on source work. Therefore, the Year 14 History class went along to hear his take on the A2 topics.
Dr Rees provided us with a valuable insight into the events surrounding the 3rd Home Rule Crisis in Ireland. This included an analysis of Irish Unionists’ opposition to Home Rule. According to Dr Rees this resistance stemmed from, among other things, a fear of being ruled by those who had weakened the Southern Unionist landlords’ hold on land and economic concerns. For example, Ulster Unionist businessman Thomas Sinclair feared Ulster Protestants would lose their international capital markets. In addition to examining the unrest within Ireland itself, Dr Rees also outlined the ways in which Home Rule provoked divisions in Britain. Notably, Conservative Bonar Law viewed the Ulster matter as a chance to reunite a divided party and with this opportunism in mind he exploited this issue to the limit.

Following a brief interval Dr Rees resumed with a second lecture, this time reviewing the reasons for the rise of Sinn Fein. Their eventual success was greatly aided by the demise of the IPP. Rees drew our attention to a quote by Garvin which claims that the IPP were “a hollow shell” in 1914. However, Dr Rees pointed out that this view is not widely shared by historians, Bew claiming that the IPP “remained untouchable at the ballot box” in 1914. Furthermore, Dr Rees stated that the mistakes of the British government did much to help Sinn Fein. The Conscription Crisis of April 1918 is an example of one such error; this gave Sinn Fein a crucial second chance subsequent to their earlier by-election defeats.
Much to the boys’ dismay Dr Rees did not do a book signing after all ( nevertheless, the trip was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
Here is a picture of the Year 14 History crew, all smiles at the Somme Heritage Centre
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