Visit to Auschwitz
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Kirsty and Caroline at the entrance to Auschwitz
Recently Mr Robert Uprichard went to Auschwitz Extermination Camp with two Year 13 pupils, Kirsty McCauley and Caroline Weir.  They went as part of the Lessons from Auschwitz Project, a nationwide project organised by the Holocaust Educational Trust.  The visit was coordinated by Mr Finbar Lappin, Head of History and Politics at the College.
The Project came in four stages.

· There was an Orientation Seminar, to familiarise Mr Uprichard and the girls with what to expect at Auschwitz.

· The visit to Auschwitz itself

· A Follow-Up Seminar to discuss the findings from the Auschwitz visit and prepare a follow-up project

· A Follow-Up project

Clearly the highlight of the experience was the visit to Auschwitz itself.  Mr Uprichard and the girls found the visit a highly moving experience which will stay with them all their lives.  The visit took place on one beautiful spring day in early April.

During the visit, they saw among other things inmates belongings (including hair and spectacles), the dormitories where the inmates slept and – most chillingly of all – the ovens where the Nazis attempted to destroy the bodies of the murdered victims.  The Nazis had tried to blow up the ovens to remove the evidence, but had failed.

On their return, Mr Uprichard, Kirsty and Caroline did a presentation of what they found during the visit in Assembly.  Their slides and what they had to say had a deep impact on our pupils and staff alike.

This experience is one that the Department would recommend to anyone who gets the opportunity to do it.  It certainly gave all of us in the Department a valuable lesson in the value of human life.

Mr Lappin
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A memorial to those who lost their lives at Auschwitz
